REMARKS 

Claims 1-25, as amended, remain herein. New claims 26-29 are hereby added. 

New claim 26, which depends from claim 13, recites a lengthened polypeptide 
chain support for.newxlaim2^can be found on page 12 of the present SpeciflcaUon. 
Here the polypeptide is described as a single-chain polypeptide composed of heavy 
chain and light chain subunits. New claims 27-29, are merely analogues of claims 19- 
21 and now depending from claim 26. Additionally, claims 19-22 were objected to. 
Applicants respectfully submft that the claim amendments made herewith overcome these 
objections. 

in response to the election restriction requirement. Applicants elect with traverse 
Group V, which corresponds to claims 13-16 and claims 19-22. 

Claims 13-16 recite a polypeptide encoded by the nucleic acids sequences 
selected from SEQ. ID NO. 31-36. Claim 19, rectos a phamiaceutical composrtion 
containing the polypepSde of claims 13-16. Claim 20 recites a method for prepanng an 
agent for the diagnosis or for the treatment or prevention of AITP. Claim 21 recites a 
method for preparing an agent for the diagnosis or for the treatment or prevention of 
AITP comprising providing a polypeptide according to claim 13, and combining wrth a 
phamiaceutically acceptable carrier. Claim 22, depending from claim 21, recites a 
method for modulating blood coagulation. 

Applicants respectfully subm« that the unity of the subject matter of the applicaton 
has already been acknowledged during the international preliminary examinat«n 
proceedings. Therefore, Applicants request that examination proceed for all of claims 1- 

AddWonally, at least Group I, which features claims 1-3, 11 , 12 and 19-21 should 
be examined wfth elected Group V. Group I is drawn to a nucleic acid, and Group V is 
drawn to a polypeptide encoded by that same nucleic acid. A similar situation is 
illustrated in Example 17 of the "Examples Concerning Unity of Invention- in Annex B of 
the PCT Administrative Instructions. Specifically, in example 17, unity exists between a 
claim reciting a protein, and a DNA sequence encoding that protein. Please see the 
M p E p. at Al - 43. Therefore, here if Group V is to be examined, so should Group 1. 



TECH/37068.1 



-4- 



U.S. Application No.: 09/424.840 



I 



Respectfully submitted. 



Laurence J. Edson 
Registration No. 44,666 
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,3 crwioeA^ended) ^-^aoeutica, composition w.ch co.pn^^- 

^rHino tn rlaim 1 a vector according to claim 1 1 , ^ 

rrr:r:;:: J:"ap;o::e ..... o.. a.. — . ana 

p,am,aceutica,,y customary adjuvants, additives or excipients. 

for thetreatmenL0LJ2L^^ ^ ^. , . . 

1^' - — . . 4 4 o noli flrrordinq to claim otj 

claim 1 , of a vector according to claim 1 1 , of a cell acceding 

, ,3,. 18 or» 
;e::g::eU:-diagnoelsor,or..e.reatmentorpreventionof.TP. 
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21 (Twice Amended) a rn.thnd fnr preparinn ^n agpnt for exerting an effect 
,,th^w;..=.,.ff.Krinnnen to blood platefe [Use of nucleic acid according to claim 1 . 
of a vector according to claim 1 1 . of a cell according to claim 12. of] 

providing a polypeptide according to claim 13, and 

..^Kinin, with a ohar — -^'-Y ---^-^"^^ble carrier, [or of a phamiaceutical 
composition according to claim 19 for] thereb^preparing an agent for exerting an effect 
on the binding of fibrinogen to blood platelets. 
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